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HARMONY

SEPTEMBER 2017
Discipleship & Generosity

Transformed people transform people.
Richard Rohr

The parable of the wealthy young man was important
enough in the early church that it is told three times, in
each of the Synoptic Gospels. “Good teacher,” he asks,
“what must I do to inherit eternal life?” Though we are
tempted to interpret that question simply as “how do I
make sure I go to heaven” I believe that a more whole-
hearted reading of this would be something like:
“Teacher, how do I experience the change of heart that
you proclaim? How do I learn to live in peace now,
while looking forward to the eternal life that you
promise?

Keeping the commandments was no problem for this
young man. He had done so his whole life. Yet when
Jesus answers, “Sell all you own, give it away, and fol-
low me,” the wealthy young man is heartbroken. His
worldly possessions have a hold on him, and he knows
it. He walks away grieving. He liked the sound of eter-
nal life yet was unwilling to release his grasp on the
trinkets of his life.

I notice two movements in Jesus’ answer: let go of the
things you treasure (possessions and wealth) and fol-
low me. The two are equally important. If we cannot let
go of money’s hold over us, then we are not free to fol-
low Jesus. Likewise, if we are not ready to follow Jesus,
then there doesn’t seem to be much point in giving

generously.

But ours, thanks be to God, is a different path from
that of this wealthy young man. We are invited to a life
of abundance and joy, a life filled with the blessings

and love of God that is itself a vision of the eternal life.
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But what is asked of us in return? That we give

away what we have — letting go of all those cling-
ing things that would hold onto our hearts — and

follow Jesus with all that we are
and all that we have. This is the

very heart of transformation.

This month we will be celebrating
the blessings of Jesus’ invitation to
us: to be made free from the trap-
pings of wealth and status and pos-
sessions and to follow him whole-
heartedly. Far from being a chore,
I believe that the season of the year
when we most intentionally speak of money is a
time of remarkably fertile growth. This is a time
to celebrate the blessing of community and the
unique gift of St. Andrew’s. It’s a time for each
one of us to prayerfully “check in” with God, to
see where we are on this journey of growth and

transformation.

This is a time to respond, with our whole being,

to Jesus’ call to follow him.

Though money is the matter at hand (and we
must speak of money, for that’s exactly what Je-
sus did), the core reason for generosity is disci-
pleship. Jesus doesn’t want your money...he de-
sires your heart. Yet time and time again, the
parables of Jesus reveal money’s remarkable
way of keeping us from living and loving whole-
heartedly. That’s why his words to the wealthy
young man were so challenging, yet also so in-
sightful.

Charles R. Lane writes that he has found “that
the most effective way to break the power of
money is to give it away — to give it away gener-

ously, to give it away in a manner that the world

would describe as reckless.” What he describes
as reckless I would say reflects the heart of a
transformed human being — something that the
world will always see in the light of fool-
ishness. Yet we know that the gift of dis-
cipleship is far richer than any material
goods we might have. As we are trans-
formed by our giving, we become the
Body of Christ.

To be transformed by our giving is to
bear brighter witness to the love of Je-
sus. Richard Rohr reminds us,

“Transformed people transform peo-

”»

ple.

As the spiritual life is about an ever-growing
sense of discipleship, I firmly believe that we
should all strive to grow in our giving our whole
lives long. There are certainly times when that is
not possible, but for most of us, most if the time,
I find that it is. Certainly, this is important to the
vitality of the church’s ministry. But it’s the
heart, transformed by generous giving, that real-
ly matters. That is the true center of a spiritually

vibrant church.

Our stewardship team has done wonderful work
over the past six months to prepare for a joyful
stewardship season, rooted in deepening fellow-
ship and faith. For members of a church, a stew-
ardship season is both private and communal. It
is private in that each of us is called to discern
with God what we give. Yet it is a community
effort as well: to be the Body of Christ is to be
willing to talk about money, and the ways that
generosity empowers our discipleship. During
September there will be five gatherings where
we’ll come together to talk about the gift that
this church has been to us, and how we can con-
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tinue to lift it up. Choose any one to attend, but tember, so please be sure to respond with your
please do join us for these fellowship opportunities.  pledge by Sunday, October 1.

For information on date and times of the gatherings, As T write these words and look forward to our sea-
please check out the announcement on page 5. son of generosity and transformation, I am filled

I invite you into a season of rich discernment and with gratitude for each one of you, and all you do to
growth, and hope you will continue to strive to fol- support this wonderful church.

low Jesus with all that you are, and all that you have.

Our campaign continues through the month of Sep-  BJ+

SUNDAY MORNINGS IN SEPTEMBER

There are lots of special events in September and we hope you'll join us every Sunday for all we
have to offer. Adult Formation classes will resume in October. For information on all our Fall
Offerings, please visit www.standrewsgso.org.

Sunday Mornings @ 11:15

September 3: First Sunday Fellowship
We'll gather with the rest of the parish for first Sunday fellowship.

September 10: Rally Sunday

Let’s kick off the year in style! We'll toast the new year with some re-
freshments brought by the vestry and a celebration of St. Andrew’s by the
stewardship team.

September 17: Mission Fair

Before and after the 10 am service we will welcome representatives from
all of St. Andrew’s community partners. Come by and see all the ways that

we serve our community, and find a place to connect.

September 24: Site Planning Update

Our building team will be joined by Phil Keister, of Tise-Keister Archi-
tects, to share some of the ideas that have emerged from our parish’s on-

going Site Planning process.

Oct 1: Ingathering Sunday/1st Sunday Fellowship

We’ll conclude our Stewardship Campaign with an Ice Cream Social at
our monthly 1st Sunday Fellowship.

3



FALL STEWARDSHIP SEASON
SEPTEMBER 10-OCTOBER |

Generosity From You, Generosity For You

Generous giving may be the most basic stewardship value. We just naturally expect that a
stewardship campaign will be asking for generous giving. That request is for “generosity from

»

you.

What then is “generosity for you?” Consider the characteristics of a follower of Jesus that we
strive to cultivate in ourselves as we struggle to see more clearly, love more dearly, follow more
nearly. Surely we can see that the Christian who is generous with time, talent and finances, who
has a generous heart, will walk more closely with Jesus. We all hope to feel that generous heart

within us. That hope is for “generosity for you.”

Here are a few ways St. Andrew’s can be helpful during the Pledge Campaign season with your

personal goal of cultivating generosity.

First, stewardship campaign materials. Yours will be available at worship services on Septem-
ber 10, or by mail if you can’t attend that day. There will also be extras available in the narthex
and the parish hall.

Second, the Mission Fair, sponsored by St. Andrew’s Outreach, on September 17. You can find
inspiration or direction for investing your time and talents, acting generously in the work of

God’s kingdom.

Third, the Community Stewardship Gatherings. You can choose a time and place to find fel-
lowship through conversation with other parishioners (see p. 5). Fellowship is a foundation of
the Christian experience, and the gatherings are an opportunity to strengthen your own founda-

tion.
St. Andrew’s Stewardship Team
Virginia Haskett, Craig Taylor, Dottie Clark, Rebecca Gray, Aaron Bennett

The goal of our stewardship ministry is to help God’s people grow in their relationship with
Jesus through the use of the time, talents and finances God has entrusted to them.

September is a big month for St. Andrew’s! We'll be kicking off the program year, celebrating St.
Andrew’s through stewardship, lifting up outreach through the Mission Fair and welcoming new
members. Don’t miss Rally Sunday on September 10, the Mission Fair on September 17, and
Community Stewardship Gatherings from Sept. 12-22.

We'll celebrate the conclusion of our fall stewardship campaign with Ingathering Sunday on Oc-

tober 1, so please be sure to return your pledge of support by that Sunday.




Community Stewardship Gatherings

We will offer five informal events for the people of St. Andrew's to come together to celebrate the church,

and explore how giving deepens our faith. Though this is a stewardship event, no one will be asked for

money. We'll be talking about how St. Andrew's serves our whole community, and explore how we can see

it continue to grow and thrive!

Please select one gathering and let us know you're coming! We hope your whole family can attend, and

child friendly gatherings are noted below.

e Tuesday, Sept. 12, 7 pm, Home of Alan and Betty Atwell, Co-Hosted by Betty Self

e Thursday, Sept. 14, 7 pm, St. Andrew’s, Hosted by Tim and Melissa Fleming & Julie Dameron (child

friendly)

e Sunday, Sept. 17, 3 pm, Home of Leon and Karen Spencer, co-hosted by Barbara Smith (child friendly)

e Monday, Sept. 18, 7 pm, Home of Mark and Cheri Courtright, co-hosted by George and Ashley Wig-

glesworth (adults only)

e Saturday, September 23, 7 pm, Home of Craig & Anna Taylor, co-hosts TBD (child friendly)

Please RSVP by Sept. 10 online (https://goo.gl/forms/KARr8wXrX3n5YfzI3) or call 336-275-1651 x1.

NEWS & EVENTS

Rally Sunday September 10

Let’s begin the year with a bang! Our coffee
hour on September 10 will be a festive celebra-
tion of fall ministries at St. Andrew’s. The vestry
will provide some great snacks and the steward-
ship team will help us give thanks. Join us for

some great fall fellowship!

Mission Fair September 17

Mark your calendars for the Mission Fair on
September 17.

The Mission and Outreach Committee invites
you to enjoy food (some very special selections)
and fellowship from 9 am until 12:30 pm as they

host our second “Mission Fair.”

Come and talk directly to our partner agencies

and parish ministries that are serving those in

need of food, clothing, shelter and support

among our most vulnerable populations.

Groups like the IRC, Servant Center, Food Pantry
and PATGC will be present to speak with you and

your family.

If you have any questions contact Doug Sanecki

at dpsanecki@gmail.com.

New Member Liturgy September 24

We’ll offer a brief introduction and liturgy of wel-
come for new members of St. Andrew’s on Sun-
day, September 24 at both services. If you have
joined the church in the past year and wish to be
included, plan to join us that Sunday, and if you
can let us please know you’ll be coming by Sep-
tember 19 so we can include your name in the

Sunday bulletin.
Continued p. 6




NEWS & EVENTS coxmo

Becoming a member of St. Andrew’s is easy. Simp-
ly let either the Rev. Bernard J. Owens or our par-
ish administrator, Kimberly Rathburn, know.
Though all baptized persons are members of the
universal church, one becomes a member of St.
Andrew’s simply by sharing your baptism infor-
mation (when and where) and asking to become a

member. That’s all there is to it!

Site Planning Update Sept 24

Our Building Committee has been working with
Phil Keister of Tise-Keister Architects to update
our site plan, with an eye towards some improve-
ments that we can achieve in the near future. This
is a project we’ve been working on for some time
now. The Strategic Plan in 2013 kicked it off by
establishing the goal of updating our children’s
and youth facilities, which led to parish-wide inter-
views with the architect in 2015. We’ve reconnect-
ed with Phil Keister over the past few months to
fine-tune a possible plan that focuses work on chil-
dren and youth spaces and handicap accessibility,
and we’d like to share our work thus far with the

congregation on Sunday, September 24.

Our goal is simply to share the work that’s been
done so far, to invite feedback and begin to discern
next steps. We are excited about some of the ideas
in play and we hope to have you join us for this

conversation.

The Building Committee: Betty Atwell (Chair),
Mike Van Ormer, Scott Durham, Charles Kap-
pauf, Lorin Kaley, Julie Dameron and the Rev.
Bernard J. Owens.

Ingathering Sunday, October 1

October 1st is Ingathering Sunday: the day that
we conclude our annual stewardship campaign.
Please be sure to return your pledge card to the
church by then so that we can truly wrap up the
campaign. As stewardship season is a great cele-
bration of God’s many blessings, this service will
be a joyful expression of our gratitude to God,
and to one another. We'll celebrate after church

with an ice cream social.

Blessing of the Animals October 1

The annual Blessing of the Animals service will
take place on Sunday, October 1 at 4:30 p.m. on
the lawn in front of the Parish Hall. All God’s
creatures great and small are welcome. Please
note: Be sure to keep dogs on leashes, cats in

boxes, fish in bowls and parrots on shoulders.



FELLOWSHIP & CHRISTIAN FORMATION

Volunteer Recruitment

Have you been thinking of ways to get involved in

the Children’s Ministry? If so, we would love to get

you involved. With the return of our Kids of the
Kingdom class this fall, and with our continuing
Godly Play class, we are need of class teachers/

leaders. If you would like more information on

what this important role looks like, please contact

Felicia Cole at Felicia.cole@standrewsgso.org or

336-653-7636.

EYC is Back!

St. Andrew Childrené Choir

Weekly rehearsals for the Fall/Christmas sea-
son will begin Sunday, Oct. 1 from 11:15-noon,
immediately following the 10 am service, and

will take place in the chapel.

The choir will sing for worship on Nov. 12 (10
am service); Dec. 24 (4:30 pm service) and
Palm Sunday.

A complete schedule will be given out at our
first rehearsal. Parents, we encourage you to
register your children on Oct. 1 as we begin an-

other successful and rewarding choir year. Con-

tact: Ann Doyle at ann.doyle1313@gmail.com or

EYC (Episcopal Youth Community) will be return-
ing this fall, with our first meeting on Sunday, Sep-

336-580-3046.

tember 10 from 5:30 pm-7 pm. EYC will generally

meet on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month
throughout the school year. All 6th-12th graders are

welcome to join us for what is sure to be an incredi-

ble EYC year!

I f you have any ques®i | dr e

and Youth Ministries a C
Yout h Coordinat ¢

felicia.col e@st ahsdB6e3ws.gso. org or 336

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL IN SEPTEMBER
1% Sunday(9/3) 2" Sunday(9/10) 3" Sunday(9/17) 4™ Sunday(9/24)

Godl y PI Godl y PI Godl y PI Godly Pl ay
(ag?2 G4 add (ag2nd Gr 4 (ag2nd Grg (age2nd Grlade)
Kids of tH Kids of th| Kids of th{Kids of the Ki
(35 ' yrade (35 yrade) (3 yrade) (35 Yyrade|)

Children’s Sunday School is during the 10 am service.
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FELLOWSHIP & CHRISTIAN FORMATION coxtp

Anglicanism 101 in the fall
(aka Adult Confirmation Class)

Do you wish to be confirmed by Bishop Anne
Hodges-Copple when she visits St. Andrew’s on
November 12? We'll offer an adult confirmation
class on Wednesday evenings, October 11-
November 8, to prepare you for confirmation. This
is a class offered also for those who wish to be re-
ceived (for Roman Catholics and Lutherans from
the ELCA synod), for those wishing to renew their
baptismal vows, and for anyone who wishes to

learn more about our church.

Confirmation is an important part of being an
Episcopalian. While not necessary for member-
ship, our canons state that it is expected that adult
Episcopalians will make a mature commitment to
the vows made in baptism (often on their behalf)
through the sacramental rite of confirmation. The
class itself is a great way to learn about this rich
tradition, while the service of Confirmation con-
nects us sacramentally to the continuity of our
faith that flows back to the days of the early
church.

The class will explore Anglican belief, history, lit-
urgy, spirituality and practice, and will be led by
The Rev. Bernard J. Owens, The Rev. Leon Spen-
cer, The Rev. Trisha deBeer and Marcia Moore. If
you’d like to know more, please contact BJ Owens

at bernard.owens@standrewsgso.org.

Youth Confirmation Class

In our church, Confirmation for 8th and 9th grad-
ers is an important rite of passage. Many of us who
grew up in the church can recall the impact that
the confirmation class had on us when we were at

that important stage of our lives. Bishop Anne will

be with us on November 12, so we will offer a
youth confirmation class this fall, starting in

September.

Youth in grades 8 and above who wish to be con-
firmed are asked to participate in a Sunday
morning confirmation class after the 10 am in
Andy’s Place. This will be 6 sessions
(immediately after church) and will run from
September 17 to October 22. The class will be
led by our Deacon, the Rev. Brooks Johnson,
with Debbie Dowd assisting. If you wish to know

more, contact BJ Owens.

Hearing the Gospel

Fall sessions of Hearing the Gospel will begin on
Thursday, September 14, at 10:30 am in the Li-
brary. It lasts about one hour. This year Hear-
ing the Gospel will meet every Thursday except
for holidays. Hearing the Gospel is a method of
studying the Gospel reading for the coming Sun-
day and discussing its application to our lives
today. It requires no preparation in advance,
and there are no exams! All members of the par-
ish and friends are invited to participate in this
opportunity for Christian formation. If you
haven't participated in the past, come and give it
atry. If you have questions or comments, con-
tact Bill Hill at 336-292-0525, or
hillgolf@bellsouth.net.
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ANDY’S MARKET AND FESTIVAL

Saturday, October 7, 9 am — 2 pm

St. Andrew’s has a long legacy of inviting our neighbors and community to our Bazaar, and we are build-
ing on this legacy in new and exciting ways. Come to Andy’s Market & Festival for fun, fellowship, food
and faith!

Enjoy lunch on the lawn with Sandy’s famous BBQ while listening to live music. There will also be a hot
dog lunch option. Bring your children; we will have a Big Bouncy House and games for them. While the
children are playing, we will provide adult supervision for them so you can go inside and explore all of
the Market offerings.

Support our community with your hands-on participation in the ScarvesgWarmth project. Your pur-
chases in the Market will also help those in need; 100% of proceeds from Andy’s Festival & Market will

fund local community needs.
Please help make Andy’s Market & Festival a success. We need your help with the following:

Gift Baskets: Items are always needed for our gift basket selections. Provide contents for a basket
yourself and we will see that it is wrapped and ready to go. Or donate a smaller item which we will in-
clude in a bigger basket. All contributions are welcome! Baskets with a holiday theme are big sellers.

Contact Lynda Sanecki at Isanecki894@gmail.com to arrange drop -off of donations.

The Ladies Accessories Room: This is another popular feature of Andy’s Market & Festival. Please
contact Betty Atwell at bimatwell@aol.com or 336-706-7375 to arrange how to get your items to her be-
ginning in September. She will accept jewelry, watches, handbags, scarves, belts, wraps, jewelry boxes,

hats, etc. (No clothing donations, please, due to space limitations.)

ScarvesgWarmth: Donations are needed for the ScarvesgWarmth project. Look for the
Scarves4Warmth Collection Box in the Parish Hall. We need new and recycled polar fleece (yardage and
scraps), used wool sweaters, sweatpants and sweatshirts (clean), yarn, embroidery floss, lace, fringe,
emblems, spools of thread, etc. Join us for a scarf-building workshop from 9 am—2 pm on Saturday,
September 23 in the Herman Hall. Put your imagination to work. Help us create fleece squares to be
made into warm scarves. We need you to help make unique, colorful, quirky fleece squares embellished
with yarn, buttons, ribbon, lace, fabric scraps, etc. Follow ScarvesgWarmthProject on Facebook and In-

stagram. For more information contact Karen Spencer at kospencer48@gmail.com or 336-255-5106.

The Silent Auction is always popular and profitable. Please contact Alan Atwell at agatar-
heel@yahoo.com or 336-292-9587 if you have items valued at $50 or more to donate.
Please contact Lisa Garrett at lisadgarrett@outlook.com or 336-254-9525 if you have questions or want

to be involved in Andy’s Market & Festival.
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PEW CHANGES IN THE SANCTUARY

As most of you have seen by now, we shortened a number of pews in the sanctuary to better accom-
modate those with mobility challenges. The choice of pews was recommended by Phil Keister of Tise-
Keister Architects, a firm with a wealth of church-construction projects, and the work was expertly
done by Southeast Church Furniture, a group that specializes in the construction and renovation of

church pews.

The Vestry and Site Planning team felt that this was a necessary improvement, and that there was no
need to wait. We have now made our sanctuary much more accessible for everyone. Twelve pews
were shortened, allowing for six wheelchair spaces, as well as opening up space in the Nave for easier

movement towards the main doors.

You might be wondering, though, why we chose the pews and locations that we did, so hopefully

these questions and answers will give some explanation:
How did we decide which pews were to be shortened?

We went with the architect’s suggestion, knowing that his design balanced both function and aes-

thetics. Tise-Keister does this kind of work all the time, and we trust their expertise.
Do we need so many spaces?

We believe that we do. Again, this was the architect’s recommendation, based on the size of our
church building and congregational need. On a special service such as Easter Sunday or a large fu-
neral, we could easily have four to six people in need of special accommodations. We also felt that
variety was important: folks in wheelchairs deserve as many choices in where they sit as others do.

Why are there two spaces in the front on the outside aisles, instead of the inside?

This was to accommodate the needs of families at weddings and funerals, which often involve older
family members who wish to sit with their extended families. Yet the custom of St. Andrew’s during
both weddings and funerals is to have seating on the aisle for immediate family, so we left that part
of the pew intact.

This is an exciting moment for St. Andrew’s as we can say even more boldly than before that this is a
house of prayer for all people. It is a change, and change can be tricky when it involves something
that is so sacred to us. Yet we know that God is always up to new things, and I believe that this im-

provement both honors this beloved space while finding new meaning in its design.

BJ+
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PARISH NOTES

Welcome Newcomers

On occasion, we’d like to offer profiles of folks who
are new to St. Andrew’s. This month we welcome Jim
and Pat Baker.

Jim and Pat Baker moved recently from Hampton,
New Hampshire to be closer to their children and
grandchildren. They have two sons: Sam, who lives
here in Greensboro; and Adam, who lives with his

wife and three children in Marietta, Ga.

Jim is a native of Baltimore, and Pat was born and

grew up in Texas.

They are both retired, Jim from IBM; Pat was a
church administrator after having had a floral design

business.
Episcopal Facts

Jim is a cradle Episcopalian, and Pat has been con-

firmed in the church for more than half her life.

They met in Washington, DC, and feel fortunate to
have been able to hold their wedding in Bethlehem
Chapel of the Washington National Cathedral.

In NH they attended an historic church in Ports-
mouth, begun before the American Revolution as an
Anglican Church, and incorporated as an Episcopal

Church in 1791.

Anyone traveling to that area is encouraged to visit

St. John’s Church, and enjoy its historical richness.
Favorite Episcopal Hymns

Lift High the Cross, God of Grace and God of Glory,
Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God, For All the Saints.

Jim and Pat found St. Andrew’s after visiting several
Episcopal churches in the area. They’re very pleased

to be here, and grateful for the warmth and friendli-

11

ness of the congregation, clergy and staff.

The St. Andrew’s New Member Committee

We Pray For

Mary Stalter, Anna Stalter, Ella Janssen, Sarah
Lipscomb, Jeff Cummer, Art Bishop, Jean
Lange, Judy Wells, Hien Phan, Norma Bullock,
Bailey Hobgood, Moira Ermentrout, Hugh
McLawhorn, Doug Scott, Laurie Simon Queen,
Albert Madden, Gisselle Rivera, Don Allen, Es-
ther Mallard and family, Kerry Mitchell, Bonita
Beshears, Bruce Adkins, Barry Odell, Mary Lou
Strohl, Anne Hansen, Ashlen, Nathan, Landyn,
Charles and Rebecca Goodrum, Dee Dee Ful-
ton, David, Judy Stancil, Lisa Janvari

Our military: Wes Durham, Tom Stauffer,
Paul Zeigler, Stephen Johnson, Michael Hens,
Benjamin Phillips



JULY FINANCIALS

Pledge Income
Other Income
Total Income

Total Admin & Mission/Forma. Expenses

Total Operating Expenses

Total Expenses

Net Result

July- YTD YTD
Actuals Actuals Budget
$19,057 $173,574 $167,825
$4,872 $34,065 $34,767
$23,929 $207,639 $202,592
$21,088 $164,999 $186,509
$10,510 $66,011 $60,880
$32,498 $231,010 $247,389
($8,569) ($23,371) ($44,797)

HARMONY
is published monthly except in July by
St. Andrew's Episcopal Church
2105 W. Market St.
Greensboro, NC 27403
336-275-1651
www.standrewsgso.org

Editors: Kimberly Rathburn and Tony Bengel
Rector: The Rev. Bernard J. Owens
Deadline for October Harmony:
September 15th by Noon
Email to: parish@standrewsgso.org

Staff

Vestry 2017

The Rev. Bernard J. Owens, Rector

bernard.owens@standrewsgso.org

The Rev. Brooks Johnson, Deacon

bjohnson4335@hotmail.com

Debbie Dowd, Pastoral Associate

debbiedowd @mindspring.com

Kimberly Ann Rathburn,
Parish Administrator/Business Manager

parish@standrewsgso.org

Ann Doyle, Minister of Music
ann.doyle1313@gmail.com

George Platt, Senior Warden
Mike Van Ormer, Junior Warden
Robin Bartlett

Susan Brannan

Susan Buck

Scott Durham

Charles Kappauf

Barbara Lawless

Ken Massey

Bob Mills

Carol Phillips

Ashley Wigglesworth

Karen Rierson, Clerk
Chris Berger, Treasurer
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