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Welcome to this morning’s worship and the Season of Advent! 
 

Thank you for joining us today. If you are new to our service, please take a moment to fill out our 

visitor’s card so we can get to know you. Please use this bulletin, the red Book of Common Prayer 

(BCP), and the blue Hymnal to follow along in worship. Nursery care is available down the stairs at 

the back of the church. Activity bags are available at the back of the church to keep little hearts and 

hands engaged. Today is the First Sunday in Advent, which is the first season in the church year. 

Advent is a special time of preparation, hope, waiting, and expectation for the coming of Christ. 
 

Prelude 

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah Wayne Wold 
 

Opening Hymn (Please stand as you are able.)  

Lo! he comes, with clouds descending Hymnal 57 
 

The Opening Acclamation BCP p. 355 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

Celebrant  Our King and Savior draws near:  

People  O come, let us adore him. 

Celebrant Lord, grant us your light, that being rid of the darkness of our hearts, we may 

come to the true light which is Christ. Amen. 
 

Lighting of the Advent Candle  Julie, Jeremy, and Ethan Chapman 

O come, O come Emmanuel (vv. 1–2, sung by all) Hymnal 56 
 

Reader We light this candle as a symbol of Christ our Hope. May the light sent from God 

shine in the darkness to show us the way to salvation.   

All  O Come, O Come Emmanuel. 
 

The Collect of the Day 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant  Let us pray. 
 

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of 

light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in 

great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to 

judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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The Children’s Procession to Children’s Chapel 

Children in grades K–5 are invited to Advent Children’s Chapel. They will process out of the church 

together to our Children’s Chapel for a story, offering, and project, returning for the announcements. 
 

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine!  (3 times.)  Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine! 

Everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine!  (3 times.)  Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine! 
 

The Word of God 
 

The Hebrew Bible Reading Isaiah 2:1–5 

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. In days to come the 

mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and shall 

be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. Many peoples shall come and say, 

‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he 

may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.’ For out of Zion shall go forth 

instruction, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. He shall judge between the nations, 

and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and 

their spears into pruning-hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall 

they learn war any more. O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord! 
 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God.          
 

The Psalm (sung by all) Psalm 122 

     Anglican Chant by Jerome Meacham 
 

  
  

 

 

 

 

I was glad when they said to / me, * 

 “Let us go to the house of the / Lord.” 
 

Now our feet are / standing * 

 within your gates, O Je– / rusalem. 
 

Jerusalem is built as a / city * 

 that is at unity with it– / self; 
 

To which the tribes go up, the tribes of the / Lord, * 

 the assembly of Israel, to praise the Name of the / Lord. 

Chanting the Psalm:  

Move to next note after  /  and   *  
and at each new verse.  

 

When the last verse begins with  + , 

sing from  +   in the chant. 
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For there are the thrones of / judgment, * 

 the thrones of the house of / David. 
 

Pray for the peace of Je– / rusalem: * 

 “May they prosper who / love you. 
 

Peace be within your / walls * 

 and quietness within your / towers. 
 

For my brethren and companions’ / sake, * 

 I pray for your pros– / perity. 
 

Because of the house of the Lord our / God, * 

 I will seek to do you / good.” 
 

The Epistle   Romans 13:11–14 

You know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For 

salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the 

day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let 

us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and 

licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 

make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God.          
 

Gradual Hymn (standing, sung by all) 

The King shall come when morning dawns (vv. 1–3) Hymnal 73 
 

The Holy Gospel   Matthew 24:36–44 

Deacon      The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People    Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus said to the disciples, “But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of 

heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming 

of the Son of Man. For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, 

marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing 

until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. 

Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. Two women will be 

grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. Keep awake therefore, for you 

do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner of the 

house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed 
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awake and would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, 

for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.” 
 

Deacon  The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Gradual Hymn 

The King shall come when morning dawns (vv. 4–5) Hymnal 73 
 

The Sermon (seated)  The Rev. Ginny Bain Inman 
 

The Nicene Creed (standing)                                                  BCP p. 358 
 

The Prayers of the People (standing or kneeling)    

Reader   Let us pray. As we await the fulfillment of God’s promise, let us offer the prayers 

of our hearts. 

   For the church, that it may help to clear a path for God’s reconciling love. God of 

all hopefulness,   

People   Hear our prayer.  

Reader  For the world, that hurt and destruction may yield to the beauty and justice of 

God’s peaceable reign. God of all hopefulness,  

People   Hear our prayer.  

Reader  For all in positions of power, that they may have hearts of compassion and 

become advocates for the vulnerable and the oppressed. God of all hopefulness,  

People   Hear our prayer.  

Reader  For the sick, the lonely, and all who suffer, that through our love and care, God’s 

tender love may be made known. God of all hopefulness,  

People   Hear our prayer.  

Reader  For all who have died, that they may be gathered into the strong and gentle arms 

of God. God of all hopefulness,  

People   Hear our prayer.  

Celebrant O God, whose Word brings hope and whose promise is a new creation, make a 

way in the wilderness of our world. Open our eyes to see your coming, and 

strengthen us for the work of preparing the way for your reign of peace. We ask 

this through our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Confession and Absolution BCP p. 360 
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The Peace   

 

Announcements 

 

Collect for St. Andrew the Apostle 

 

The Holy Communion 

Offertory Music 

Once He Came in Blessing   John Leavitt 

 

At the Presentation 

The Doxology   Hymnal 380, v. 3 

 

The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer B BCP p. 367 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

Sanctus        Hymnal S–130 

 

The Lord’s Prayer                                                                   BCP p. 364 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

We are offering Communion in both kinds. If you do not want to receive Communion but would like to 

come forward for a blessing, come to either side of the altar rail and place your arms across your chest in 

the form of an “X” or cross. 

 

Communion Hymns (sung by all) 

Jesus came, adored by angels Hymnal 454 

Watchman, tell us of the night Hymnal 640 

“Sleepers, wake!” A voice astounds us Hymnal 61 

 

Postcommunion Prayer          BCP p. 365 
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Advent Blessing    

May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before your 

path; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 

among you, and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn 

Hail to the Lord’s Anointed Hymnal 616 
 

The Dismissal    BCP p. 366 

Deacon  Alleluia. Let us go forth, shining our lights for Christ. 

People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Postlude  

Sleepers Wake!          Robert Lau 
 

 

 

Acolyte: Matthew Anderson. Readers: George Hanna, Fred Johnson. Chalicists: Alan Atwell, 

John Walton. Verger: George Hanna. Ushers: Jack Garvey, Rob Moore, Amelia Menston-Sambola,  

Jankoba Sambola. Greeters & Newcomer Hosts: Jon Anderson, Anne Jones. Altar Guild: Sherry 

Chappell, Lisa Garrett, Virginia Haskett, Margaret Ann Horne, Pat Marsh, Yvonne Michel, 

Johnetta Shablack, Cindy Shane, Barb Watkins. Livestream Team: Phil Barrineau, Joe Stultz. 
 

The flowers at the altar today are given to the glory of God by Dottie Clark 

in honor of Matt Stockard and Jim Conrad, priests from St. Andrew’s. 
 

Music used with permission under OneLicense.net #A–717747. 
 

 

We Pray For 
 

Anglican Cycle of Prayer: The Anglican Church of Australia 
 

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer:  The Anglican Communion 
 

Those on our parish prayer list: Norma Bullock, Traci and Erik, Jeff Cummer, Betty 

Atwell, Mack Baker, Lauren, Martha and Jim Kaley, Nancy O’Donnell, Tina Sink Gangi, 

Heather, Victoria, Pauline Tatum, Jim Tatum, Pia, Katelyn Flowers, Jeannie Phillips, 

James, Madeline Colavito, Hilary Towle, Sarah Sellers, Sue Keith, Myra Stephens, Derek, 

E. MacKenzie, Carolyn Ritchie, Glenna Ohaver, Susan Seaton, Karl Towle, Heidi 

Dohmeier, Donnie Robertson, Barbara Van Cleve, Nancy Antrim, Bert and Bev, Mary Lou 

Strohl, Frank Tatem, Faye Thompson, Ethan Shoffner, Paul, Pam Haynes, Karen, Sabrina, 

John Bald, Keats, Anna Marie, Alicia, Gloria, Jo, Julie Dameron, Lynn Hayworth, Gayle 

Aiken, Denise, Vicky, Glenda Myers, Barbara Cole, Patrick Miller, Terese Southern, 

Jordan, Laura Shinn 
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Seminarian: Ryan Waide 
 

Special concerns: The people of Gaza, Israel, Ukraine, Russia, and Sudan; Jamaica and all 

those impacted by recent storms 
 

Those serving in our military: Tom Stauffer, Paul Zeigler, Stephen Johnson, Benjamin 

Phillips, Kenneth Gearhart, Alex Reyes, Michael McNeil, Jordan Payne, Catharyn Nosek 
 

Those expecting: Martin and Samantha Kappauf, due January 2026; Sean and Olivia Toso, 

due March 2026 
 

Birthdays: Susan Brannan, Lane Brown, Clay Jurney, Norma McDaniel 
 

Prayer requests can be sent to Susan Frye, Parish Administrator, at parish@standrewsgso.org 

or 336-275-1651, ext. 1. Names remain on our parish prayer list for six weeks. Please also email 

Susan with birthdays or anniversaries for the bulletin. 

 
 

 

  

 

Today—First Sunday of Advent 
 

Come to Our All-Parish Advent Event! Wreaths, Chrismons, Fellowship, & Hot Chocolate  

After worship today, we will gather in the Parish Hall for our All-Parish Advent Event. Everything 

you need to make your own Advent wreath will be provided, and we’ll enjoy fellowship, conversation, 

refreshments, and hot chocolate (or coffee!) while we build wreaths together. A donation of $10 per 

wreath-making kit is welcomed but not required. Be sure to look for our Advent devotionals which are 

available today, and please join Pat Marsh in the Sanctuary for a special Chrismon Conversation.  
 

Our Chrismon Tree is Up  

Chrismon means CHRISt MONogram, and the ornaments on the Chrismon Tree tell the story of 

Christ’s life, ministry, death, and resurrection. Chrismon Trees began as an offering to God to glorify 

God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. The colors of the ornaments are white and 

gold—white as the liturgical color for Christmas and for God’s purity and perfection, and gold to 

refer to God’s majesty and glory. The white lights of the tree symbolize Christ the Light of the world. 
 

Episcopal 101: Learn about the Episcopal Church—After Worship (Chapel) 

All are welcome for the last session in this class on the basics of the Episcopal Church. Come explore the 

faith, beliefs, history, structure, and practices of the Church, with plenty of space to ask questions! We 

will meet in the Chapel. 
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Announcements 
 

Giving Tuesday is December 2! Be Part of Something Bigger, Give Hope Where It’s Needed Most 

Giving Tuesday is a global movement of generosity—a day where people all around the world step up 

to make a difference by supporting the work of nonprofits changing lives in their communities. Giving 

Tuesday was created as a cultural alternative to Black Friday and Cyber Monday, as a chance to give 

instead of buy. At St. Andrew’s, it is an opportunity to support our efforts to walk in 

love with one another, with our neighbors, and with God. If you want to give this 

Tuesday, you can do so online at abundant.co/standrewsepiscopalch/give or send 

a check made out to St. Andrew’s with Giving Tuesday on the memo line.  
 

Please Sign Up to Bring Hope for the Holidays Gifts and Gift Cards—December 7 

Please use the signup link in our eNews and bring new, unwrapped gifts—and gift cards—to church 

on December 7 for a blessing before they are delivered to the Children’s Home Society for children 

living in foster care. Alternatively, deliver to the church office on December 9 (10 a.m.–2 p.m.). Please 

contact Susan Brannan, susanbrannan@hotmail.com, with questions or for help with drop-off.  
 

Honor Loved Ones with Christmas Flowers—Submit by Sunday, December 14  

Each Advent, Christmas Flower envelopes are placed in the pews for honorary and memorial donations 

expressly for the Altar Guild, to help cover costs of special services and day-to-day altar needs. Donors 

and tributes will be listed in the Christmas Eve bulletin. To give, place cash or check to St. Andrew’s, 

with “Altar Guild Christmas Flowers” on the memo line, in the envelope and put in the offering plate. 

Or submit the online flower form in our eNews. If submitting by mail, print, “This donation for Altar 

Guild Christmas Flowers is given by ______ in memory of / in honor of _____ .” All donations and 

tributes must be received in the office by December 14. 
 

Save These Dates for Upcoming EYC Gatherings for Middle & High Schoolers  

• December 7: White Elephant Gift Exchange (5–6:30 p.m.)  

• December 14: Greensboro Area EYC Light Balls Walk (5–6:30 p.m.) 

• December 21: Christmas Pageant (10 a.m. Worship) & Birthday Party for Jesus, after Worship 
 

Walk in Love—We Need Your Pledges  

Thank you to all who already have pledged in our giving campaign for 2026. Pledges 

can be submitted online at https://tinyurl.com/WalkInLove2026 or using the QR 

code at right. To request a pledge card, email Susan at parish@standrewsgso.org. 

Please know that every gift is appreciated. Each gift matters. May we give generously 

and joyfully so that St. Andrew’s continues to grow in Christ’s love and compassion. 

Therefore, be imitators of God, as beloved children, and walk in love, as Christ loved us 

and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God. Ephesians 5:1–2 

https://abundant.co/standrewsepiscopalch/give
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080A48ABA72BAB9-58530075-hope
mailto:susanbrannan@hotmail.com
https://forms.gle/JtUHnXASnmVJUp6PA
https://tinyurl.com/WalkInLove2026
mailto:parish@standrewsgso.org
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Deck the Halls is This Saturday! 
 

Join Us, December 6, 10 a.m.–3 p.m. 

 

 

Please read the Deck the Halls Special Edition eNews (at https://conta.cc/44sYJbG). If you 

have any Deck the Halls questions, contact Marion Seaman at seamanmarion@gmail.com. 
 

 

Heads Up! It’s Setup Week for Deck the Halls 

This week the Parish Hall will be undergoing extensive reorganization as setup hits peak activity. Here 

are the dates for delivery of Deck the Halls donations: 

• Boughs of Holly is looking for donations of holly with berries or pieces of cedar that can be 

used for centerpiece greenery. You may bring these to the Parish Hall on December 2–3. 

• Donations for Presents Under the Tree will be accepted in the Parish Hall on December 2–3. 

• Drop-off for Mrs. Claus’s Sweets and Treats is December 4–5. There is very limited freezer 

and refrigerator space. If freshness is a concern, please deliver Friday, December 5, before 2 p.m. 

• Don’t forget to leave a couple of bottles of wine for the Wine Pull in the designated box by the church 

office. ** We’re running a bit short of our goal of 150! ** 

• We’re still seeking helpers to bake dog treats to sell! Could this be you? Contact Laurinda Stokes at 

04stokes@bellsouth.net for recipes and instructions. If you bake them, Laurinda will package them! 
 

Have You Heard What’s New at Deck the Halls 2025?  

• Tea with Thee will remind you of a kinder, gentler time, while enticing you to purchase a uniquely 

packaged china tea cup and saucer. Plan to pick something for grandmother, mother, aunts, and even 

yourself as you enjoy this eye candy. 

• Orphan Ornaments, yes, you read that correctly! We have a fabulous collection of holiday ornaments 

that are extremely eligible for new homes. We hope that some of these delicate wonders will fit perfectly 

on your Christmas tree.   

• Surprise! There are two Surprise Silent Auctions. Be sure to check every table! 

• The New Day Singers are coming! You don’t want to miss this a capella sensation at 12:30 and 1:15.  
 

Please support our Mission & Outreach fundraiser—and the volunteers who will spend 

countless hours this week making it happen—by coming to Deck the Halls this Saturday, 

December 6, 10 a.m.–3 p.m. Invite everyone you know to come shop, chat with friends, and grab 

a meal while supporting the work of local nonprofit human service agencies. 

  

https://conta.cc/44sYJbG
mailto:seamanmarion@gmail.com
mailto:04stokes@bellsouth.net
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                  Look for the Light 

      this Advent & Christmas Season! 
 

  

St. Andrew’s Advent and Christmas Calendar 
  

 

 

 Dec. 7, Sun.    Second Sunday of Advent 

    Worship and Bishop’s Visitation, 10 a.m. 

    St. Nicholas Visit & Hope for the Holidays Gifts, after church 
 

 Dec. 13, Sat.  Advent Quiet Day & Brunch, 10 a.m.–1 p.m. 
 

 Dec. 14, Sun.   Third Sunday of Advent 

    Advent Service of Lessons and Carols, 10 a.m. 
 

 Dec. 21, Sun.   Fourth Sunday of Advent 

    Contemplative Eucharist, 8:30 a.m. (Chapel) 

    Worship with Children’s Nativity Pageant, 10 a.m. 

    Birthday Party for Jesus, after church 
 

 Dec. 24, Wed. Christmas Eve 

    Christmas Eve Candlelight Service & Festive Eucharist, 6 p.m. 

    Prelude music begins at 5:45 p.m. 
 

Advent Resources 
 

•  

We are happy to offer you a printed devotional booklet as well as 

online resources for study and reflection throughout Advent. 
 

• Living Well Through Advent 2025: Practicing Generosity with All Your Heart, Soul, 

Strength, and Mind, from Living Compass 

Printed copies of this booklet are available at church, and you can also download the booklet or sign 

up to receive devotions as daily emails at livingcompass.org/advent. 
 

• AdventWord Daily Meditations Series, from Forward Movement 

This inspirational online Advent calendar features daily prompt words from the Sunday Lectionary 

readings. Visit adventword.org to subscribe or read devotions online. 
 

• Advent Reflections, by Kate Bowler 

Kate Bowler is committed to seeing the world the way it really is and practicing hope in the midst of 

our struggles. In Advent, this looks like pushing back the darkness one light at a time. To receive her 

Advent devotionals sign up for her Substack at https://katebowler.com/advent/. 

https://www.livingcompass.org/advent
https://adventword.org/
https://katebowler.com/advent/
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Second Sunday of Advent 
 

Our Bishop’s Visitation is Next Sunday, December 7 

The Right Rev. Sam Rodman, our diocesan Bishop, will be with us for our annual visitation on 

Sunday, December 7. We are planning a special service for those being confirmed, received, and 

reaffirmed. We hope you will come to worship and support them on this important day. After the 

service, we will have a cake and conversation with Bishop Sam in the Parish Hall. 
 

St. Nicholas’ Visit and Blessing of the Hope for the Holidays Gifts—December 7  

Come learn about St. Nicholas and bring your unwrapped presents for a blessing next Sunday 

before they are delivered to the Children’s Home Society for children living in foster care. 
 

Sign Up for Our Advent Quiet Day with Brunch—December 13, 10 a.m.–1 p.m. 

The Deborah Chapter of the Daughters of the King is excited to announce our Advent Quiet Day! All 

parishioners are invited to this event on Saturday, December 13, 10 a.m.–1 p.m. Come join us for a 

time of breathing, fellowship, and brunch. RSVP to Barbara Van Cleve at bvancleve@triad.rr.com.  
 

Third Sunday of Advent 
 

Bring a Friend! Our Advent Lessons and Carols Service is December 14 at 10 a.m.  

Join us on the Third Sunday of Advent for our Advent Service of Lessons & Carols. This service 

consists of scripture readings interspersed with choral presentations and hymns, all of which recall 

mankind’s longing for liberation from sin and death, and our hope and expectation for the coming of 

Christ the Lord. Through our experience of sacred Word and music, the story unfolds gradually and 

deepens our understanding of God’s message of love and redemption. A harpist and violinist will 

accompany our carol service this year. May the words and music of this service draw you toward the 

true joy of Christmas. 
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

Our Christmas Pageant Will Be on Sunday, December 21 at 10 a.m. (But arrive a little early.) 

We invite all children to be part of a special service on the fourth Sunday of Advent, including a “pop-

up” nativity pageant. Everyone is welcome to participate, with no rehearsals necessary. Just arrive at 

church a few minutes early, pick a costume, and you’ll be ready to help make the story of Christmas 

come to life. After worship we will have a birthday party for Jesus. Join us in the Parish Hall! 
 

Join Us for Christmas Eve Worship at 6 p.m.!—Arrive at 5:45 p.m. for Prelude Music 

Our Christmas Eve service will be a Festive Eucharist with prelude and service music from our choir 

and guest brass musicians. We look forward to singing Silent Night by candlelight.  

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church    The Rev. Ginny Bain Inman, Rector 

standrewsgso.org      2105 W. Market St., Greensboro, NC 27403      336.275.1651 

mailto:bvancleve@triad.rr.com

