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July 30, 2026  
 

Beloved in Christ, 
 

This fall, I will be taking a three-month sabbatical. Even though every priest in the Diocese of North 

Carolina is encouraged to take a sabbatical after 5 to 7 years of service, it will be my first in 22 years of 

ordained ministry. Our diocesan leadership writes, “Clergy need such times so that they can 

disengage from their regular tasks and from the stress of being constantly on call, ministering to the 

sick and dying, and dealing with any number of stressful situations.” Sabbath is built into the fabric of 

creation as time for reflection, rest, and recreation and Jesus often drew apart to reconnect with God. I 

am profoundly grateful for this gift. 
 

I hope to rest, play, and pray during this time. Given my love of the outdoors, I hope to hike in the 

mountains and sit by the sea. Plus, I have a towering pile of books that I have been stashing away for 

sabbatical. I look forward to time with my family and friends, who make great sacrifices for my life in 

ministry. Our sons will be studying in Scotland and England for the fall semester, and I want to 

introduce them to places that are part of my spiritual formation like Ely Cathedral and Green College 

at Oxford University. I also plan to take a pilgrimage to the holy island of Iona in the Hebrides and, of 

course, visit St. Andrew’s! Perhaps most importantly, I want and need to pray more deeply than is 

possible during the normal demands of life and ministry. 
 

During my sabbatical, Rev. Eric Tuttle and Rev. Pam Haynes will oversee the liturgical life and 

pastoral needs of the congregation, with the support of Debbie Dowd. We also have a deep and 

wonderful bench of retired clergy. Our senior warden, Tim Fleming, our junior warden, Jack Garvey, 

and our vestry will work with our dedicated staff to manage the day-to-day operations of the church. 

You are in good hands. I often tell people that St. Andrew’s is a “can-do congregation” because you 

really live out what it means to be the priesthood of all believers. We have a full fall planned that will 

explore the theme of “Tell Me Something Good: Grounded in Grace and Gratitude” through scripture, 

formation, and fellowship. 
 

My last Sunday before sabbatical will be September 13. I will return for our Christmas Eve service. I 

continue to feel called to be your priest and will miss you all this fall. The last six years serving 

alongside you have been some of the most meaningful of my life. While a sabbatical is about rest, I also 

look forward to returning renewed and refreshed to dream about the next chapter of our life together. 
 

Know you will be in my prayers, as I hope to be in yours. Keep the Faith. 
 

Love in Christ,  

 
Rev. Ginny Bain Inman 


